Dear teams, captains, and past, present and future players:

The Arkansas Central Soccer Association (ARCSA), established in 2002, is pleased to announce that it is now registering teams for its upcoming Spring 2009 season!  This spring ARCSA will be fielding 11v11 and 7v7 divisions, with a divisional breakdown according to teams’ respective skill level.

Registration will be the weekend of January 10th and 11th and league officials will make themselves available both that Saturday and Sunday afternoon to collect registration fees and photographs.  As in the past, each team will be responsible for paying for itself in one cashiers check or money order.  Cash will not be accepted.
PLEASE NOTICE CHANGES TO ARCSA's REGISTRATION PROCESS.  NO INCOMPLETE REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED!

Items needed for a complete registration:

· A completed registration form-  Every field must be completed for every player.  Previous season team names for ARCSA and for other leagues (LPOA, MexArk) are necessary for providing state registration information for that player.  This must be sent by e-mail to our registrar as well.  YOU MUST USE OUR REGISTRATION FORM, which can be found on the ARCSA website!
· Accurate Payment-  By cashiers check or money order.  ARCSA will not accept payment from individual players
· Player pictures-  If you have a new player that did not play in the fall, a picture will be needed for a player card.  Please have this saved by disk or sent by e-mail to the registrar.

All registrations will be checked for accuracy at the time they are turned in at registration.  We will be checking the payment amounts and will be checking EVERY player for existing state registrations.  If the registration is not complete it will be returned and asked that it be completed.

Please note that once a player is submitted as a member of your team, a state registration fee must be paid.  These are not refundable, even if the player never touches the field.  ARCSA must pay for every player registered, and we are not refunded regardless of when the player was removed.  As a result, if your team registered that player, state registration fees are due for that player.  

Fall 2008 registration highlighted the holes in the league's registration process and clarified to us that we had become too lenient in the registration process.  The Board of Directors incurred numerous headaches last fall dealing with incomplete rosters, inadequate payments, and questions regarding whether a player was primary or secondary with ARCSA as opposed to another league in which he or she was registered.  Many hours were spent trying to fix these problems and, simply, we are not going to do that again.  Further, the new state registration platform requires us to get back to a structured registration process.  As such, ARCSA will not accept registration until it is 100% complete and the season will start with only those teams who have submitted a completed registration.  
We’ll be scheduling a slate of 10 games, starting on January 18, 2009.  Game times will be determined as soon as we know how many teams in each division will be playing.  Generally, 11v11 matches are played mid-afternoon and 7v7 matches are played in the late afternoon and early evening.  All games will be played at the Burns Park Soccer Complex in North Little Rock and all divisions are co-ed.  

Every player who has not done so already (by virtue of playing last fall in ARCSA, LPOA, or MexArk) will have to play a $25.50 state registration fee, which is a one-time fee good through August 31st, 2009.  

11v11 Divisions
The 11v11 team costs are $810.00 per team with a maximum roster size of 25 players.  

7v7 Divisions
The 7v7 team costs are $460.00 per team, with a roster maximum of 15 players per team.

Thursday Night 7v7

The 7v7 Thursday night division will begin later in the spring and will have a separate registration time.  An announcement will be sent out at a later date.

Player Cards and Photographs
The national and state associations require that all players present a player card, complete with a photograph, before being allowed to take the field in a state- or ARCSA-sanctioned game.  Most players who have played in our association in the past have already submitted a digital photograph that has been uploaded into our new registration platform.  If this is the case, captains will not be required to submit a digital photo for that player.  

For those players who have not previously submitted a digital photograph to the league or for any player new to ARCSA, a digital photograph will be required (actual physical photographs will not be accepted).  A player will not be able to take the field without a valid player ID card, which itself requires a digital photograph before it can be made.

All captains should begin to collect digital photographs from those players who require them as soon as possible.  Or, if a player chooses, he can e-mail a digital photograph to our Registrar at heathlehman@gmail.com.  Captains who are not sure whether their player has already submitted the required photograph are also encouraged to contact our Registrar.

New or Unattached Players
If you are currently not with a team, or are a new player, and wish to join one, there are two avenues we suggest you take.  First, visit our website at www.arkansascentralsoccer.com and then click on the “Forum” tab.  You will then want to register and create a screen name for yourself.  After doing that, click on the “Registration” tab post a profile in the form of – for lack of a better phrase – a “personals ad.”  Specifically, list your full name, phone number, e-mail address, or other means of contacting you, as well as what division in which you would be interested in playing.  Moreover, it would also be a good idea to give a short description of your prior soccer experience, so captains will know what players to contact for their specific divisions.  Our team captains use this page to find unattached players and one of our team captains will contact you directly if he or she has an open spot on his or her roster.  

Second, please contact our ARCSA new captain/player representative, Linda Serbousek, at serbeauty@yahoo.com and let her know that you are looking for a team.  She will do her best to locate a team for you.  However, if there are a number of unattached players that have not been added to an existing roster, we will attempt to create and field a new team or teams with those players at the discretion of the ARCSA.  

Pertinent Dates
Again, ALL TEAM FEES, FULL ROSTERS, and NEW PLAYER PHOTOGRAPHS will be due at registration. ARCSA’s officers will be at the following locations, for your convenience.  

Saturday, January 10th from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Gusano’s restaurant in the Little Rock River Market.

Sunday, January 11th from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Burns Park in North Little Rock.  League officers will be at one of the concession areas.

The required roster forms are available online at www.arkansascentralsoccer.com and those forms are the only forms that will be acceptable.  Additionally, ARCSA requires both a signed hard-copy of the roster form as well as an electronic version, e-mailed to arkansas_soccer@yahoo.com.  

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact one of the following officers:

Registrar (for questions about rosters):  Heath Lehman, heathlehman@gmail.com
Treasurer (for questions about payment):  Robbie Gentry, Robbieg1026@hotmail.com
President (for general inquiries): Brent Gasper, arkansas_soccer@yahoo.com
Vice President (for general inquiries): Sara Thompson, sara.e.thompson@gmail.com
See you on the pitch!

Brent Gasper, ARCSA President

